The combined contributions of ten members of the Staff of the National Cancer Institute miake up the contents of this volume. The subject matter, presented in twelve articles, includes an historical survey of the problem, a discussion of the morpholoy and histogenesis of mouse mammary gland cancer, and a review of the parts played by genetics, hormones, the "milk influence," and diet in the manifestation of these growths. The monograph is concluded by a brief account of the chemistry of the tumors and attempts at their therapy. This book is a notable attempt on the part of three pediatricians to present a rare combination of concise hematological information supplemented by case history presentations and excellent, accurate colored plates of the peripheral blood in the normal and in pathological states. Special emphasis, and rightly so, is placed on the much greater liability and variation of the normal infant's and child's blood as compared with ithat of the normal adult. However due regard is given the importance of clinical manifestations exhibited by the patient in addition to the morphological changes in the blood per se, a consideration which cannot be viewed too lightly when attempting properly to evaluate ithe true nature of any disease. In fact, as one of the authors, Dr. Diamond, states in the preface: "Serious error may occasionally result from overemphasis on one feature to the exclusion of the other." Some preliminary remarks about the care of the pediatric patient are ably and briefly propounded in an individual preface note by the late senior author, Dr. Blackfan.
The format of the text proper consists of chapters on the blood cells, erythrocytes in anemia, leukocytes in disease, leukemia, and platelets. It is noteworthy that the polyphyletic theory and nomenclature of Sabin are adopted throughout and that leukemias are discussed from a neoplastic etiological viewpoint. In the erythroid division the presentation of anemias often associated with jaundice is also of special interest.
A comprehensive bibliography is appended. As may be ascertained from a perusal of the text content, no attempt has been made to include every blood disorder that may lbe seen in infancy and childhood. Perhaps this could be an object of criticism for those who would desire completeness in such a treatise. It also seems logical that a noteworthy addition would be some pertinent remarks about the bleeding diseases, in toto, of infancy and childhood, the differential diagnosis of which seems to be an everlasting source of confusion not only to the pediatrician but also to those in other branches of medicine. Finally, some colored plates with a discussion of the bone-marrow picture, quantitative and qualitative, in the various blood diseases described might be of some assistance in the diagnosis and differentiation of those dyscrasias characterized by atypical clinical and peripheral blood findings.
Although these minor deficiencies are quite apparent to one in constant contact with hematological problems, the Atlas can be highly recommended to medical students and pediatricians as a succinct clinical-morphological treatise on the more eommon blood diseases of infants and children.
-WILLIAM R. PLATT This book has a list of references containing 1016 titles, and the book itself represents a careful digest of the data offered in these many papers, supplemented by the very considerable experience of the author in this field. Anyone who proposes to operate within the field of antibiotics and microbial (used in its broadest sense) antagonisms must have this book, or write one like it. All phases of the subject receive consideration, but the broad biological basis for such phenomena dominates the text. The amount of specific factual data bearing on the problems of antagonisms is such that the book, in effect, becomes a reference work. For that reason, it does not lend itself to review; but it does justify the statement that it is an excellent contribution. (1944, xvi, 469-510) , and embrace an English rendering of Neisser's Uber Moderne Syphilistherapie mit Besonderer Beriucksichtigung des Salvarsans, which appeared in 191 1, accompanied -by a brief biography and a bibliography of Neisser's publications. The biographical note largely deals, quite naturally, with the period of Neisser's life when "the clammy micrococcus of gonorrhea was first dragged from 6bscurity and presented to an anxious world . . ." It seems that when "a mere boy" of 24 years, after staining "mountains of slides" and burning "a lake of midnight oil," Neisser found the "evil one" as it "frolicked" while "swimming in a watery solution of methyl violet." Of greater interest is the English translation of Neisser's
